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That it 1s not atall times true, that 


Interett cannot Lye, | | 


Being a FULL, CLEAR and DISTINCTS 
Anſwer toa Paper of an Engliſh Gentleman, whoZ 
endeavours to demonſtrate, has it is for the Intereſt 
of England, that the Laws againſt Tranſportation : 


of Wooll ſhould be repealed. 
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A FULL and CLEAR Anfiver to a Paper IntituleJ, Reaſons for a  - 
Limited Exportation of Wooll. | 


B 


The Introduction. 

Efore I come diretily to anſwer the ſaid paper, I ſhall premiſe a few things; © 
Firſt, though my Opponent finds his deſign oppoſed by ſeveral diſcourſes un- 
der the nameof W. C. (and chiefly by one called Englands Intereſt) yer be 
hath done me the Honour to front his diſcourſe with divers Propeticnnationsl ever 

by himſelf ; - ; 

1 ſhall therefore anſwerably endeavour to treat the ſaid Authour with all that Ct-- 
vility, that is neceſſary in this caſe, granting to him what is true, reftifying what © 
1 conceive to be miſtaken, and anſwering ſuch objeltions, as are material, preſame- 
ing when after this is done, andis maturely conſidered by my Opponent we may joyne - 
in our endeavours to carry on the General Goodof the king dom, ſuppoſing that is bath 
our deſigns. | 

1 muſt needs ſay,that 1 had no thoughts of appearing in Publich, any more,aud could 
220t eaſily have been moved thereunto,had not my zeal tothe Commerſe of the Nation 
( which 15 at preſent ſolely maintained by the woollen Manufaiture of ut) Raiſed my 

fears ſo far as to believe a great prejudice is coming upon us,and ſo far as to doubt alſo 
that we may be haſtning of it,by thoſe very means we would endeavour to prevent it, \ 
And therefore Icannot now but like the dumb child ſpeak, when he ſaw a knife as \ 
bis Fathers throat, I mean, when I conſiaer the extremity we are like to be in from 
the French Kings vigilancy, and the great endeavours that he hath of late uſed to ac- 

' quire the making of the woollen Manufalture in his own Kingdom, and what Arti= 
/ice and vaſt expence be doth uſe to effelt his ſaid deſign,both in France, and by bis. A- 
gents here in England, even at this very day, notwithſtanding his mind is and can- 
not but be ſo much engaged in the preſent wars. and if he doth this in the very midſt of 
his diſtraitions, what will he not do, or what may we not expett hereafter from him. 
when he ſhall be at peace with a'l bis Neighbours, eſpecially having already gotten 
ſuch quantities of our wooll, as he hath, | 

And to encourage the, Manufalture thereof in bis own Kingdom he hath even 
very lately iſſued forth lirs Edith, for the eretting Hoſpitals in many Towns in 
France, both for the ſettins all ſorts of Perſons at wor, (that are able; in the wool- _ 
ien Manutacture, and fir the maintenance of all Indigent Perſons, and not toſuf- - 
fer a begger there. . : 

Andif the French King,how fair ſvever he pretends a Friendſhip to ns, be deſigning. 
by all manner of wayes ana means, to undermine our Commerce, and byit topre- 
judice us in our Trade and ſtrenithby Sea, I may 1 hope be pardoned, if I am more - 
inan indifferently concerned, or mire than ordinarily warm, to think that we our 
ſetves ſhould endeavour to perfelt his deſign by delivering 4p our wooll, the Foundati> - 
onof- ſo rich a Manufatture, into his hands; for that which is moved, is moved 
principally (if not ſolely) for the French Kings aduantage, and that which is deſired - : 
(if granted) tends to our own Incuitablerune. | 

Wor can we hereafter think of ſo vain and [dle a thing, as to recover. our woollen -- 
aufalFure once lofty: or to preſerve the Kings Cuſtomes, or the ſtrength .and ſauipping - 


of this great Kingdom without it. , 
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Gentry, (and morg eſveczalty ſuch as have the FJongur to ſerve 11+ 1 | 


Parliament) ſeriouſly to refictt upon the wiſdom of that great Pr: | 1 
ward the 34. and upon the Mrthoa which be inhis Acign uſed, nowj + (+ [7co to 
gain the woollen Manufatture out of Flanaers into wis Countrey, a. thai [ns 


partially compare that with the preſent prattice of the French King bef., :nertioned, 
And then to conſider whether we have not reaſen to dothe utmoſt we ay to prevent 
his aeſign, or whether we have reaſon to do all that we can (nay more than he himſelf 
oth ask or expett fromwus) by a Law to promote and Incourage his deſign, 

' We muſt be very ſhort ſighted if we underſtand not that after he hath ſupplyed his 
own Countrey he will not only endeavour; but will ſoon be able to ſupply Flanders, 
Portugal, Spain, ard the Streights, ro gain an advantage to his own ſubjets ; for if 
he may break the Laws of Commerce, and lay what Impeſitions he pleaſeth pon our 
Cloth, and all other our Native Commodities, even while we are at peace with bim, 
why may he not alſo lay an Impoſition upon all our ſhips that paſs the Streights, or that 
fhall dareto Trade or bring the ſame Commodities that he doth in any Purt of Italy, 
or Turky, where the Subjeit: of his greatneſs comes? And when our commerce ts loſt 
and our Manufature cone, and our ſhips impoſed uponthat ſhall paſs the Seas, what 
ſhall be left to defend or ſelves in caſewe will not alſo receive his Coax, or whatſo- 
ever he ſhall (for the greatneſs of his name) think fit to require of wu ? 

All which things, whether they be convenient not only to be wiſhed but to be con- 
rributed to by a Law, 1 humbly leave to my Opponents themſelves to judge. For 
when the Trade that not only brings ſuch a Revenue to his Majeſty, but us the riches 
and ftrengthof this Kingdom ſhall be loſt, asis now attempted, what way or means 
may we 45 rational Per ſons, think(on)to prevent any of thoſe miſchicf's before ments- 
oned, 

This General being premiſed, I hall now enter upon the Diſecnrſe 
it ſelf: the main aim or ſcope of my antagomit divides it ſelf into 
two parts, the one to prove that there ought to be a Limitted Trans- 


portation of wooll ; the other that by a Limited Exportation of wooll* 


the Price of it may be Raiſed, and by the Raifmng of this, the Rents 
of Lands, may and will be encreaſed, and his Majeſties Cuſtoms 
reatly Advanced ; and if theſe things were Really Practicable, I 
ſhould notonly be ſo juſt to my ſelf, and to my Opponents, but ſo juſt 
to the Nation, as not to put pen to Paper to trouble my Reader, and 
much leſs to expoſe my ſelf toa ſtage of contention, asIT am now like 
todo; but for as:'much as the quite contrary will (1t I miſtake not) 
appear, I ſhall therefore Examine and Weigh thoſe Reaſons and Grounds 
which my 0pporert bath brought for thote Afſertions, 

And firſt, whereas my Opponent doth endeavour to Allarm the 
Nation, that for wart of the vending our ſuperſinous wool abroad, that 
the Farmer and the Landlord are ſo much damnified; that the one cannot 
pay bis Rent, nor the other ſuſtain his Taxes 5 and that this is the chiefeſt, 
if not the ſole Reaſyn of ſinking our Rents, and throwing vp Farms; and 

miſery of the whole Countrey : This 
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This Cozſequence 1s not allowed, that being ailigned for a general 
Cauſe, which is but once among many, and that a very ſmall one. The 
true cauſe of the abating the Price of Land), and leflening the Rents, 
being to be taken from the proportion that the ſaid price alwaies 
holds to the rate of Intereſt, as 1s generally given for Money, which 
Rate depends whether we will oy no upon the plenty of Bullion; and 
that our Bullion. is decayed, and the decay of this is the Main and 
Principal cauſe of the fail of our Lazds, will ealily-avpear to any that 
ſhall conſider, Firſt, the great Loſs that this Kingdom did receive by 
the two laſt Dutch wars. Secondly, -The' further ſad, and almoſt In- 
computable Loſs which it ſuſtained by thering of the City of Loxdor, 
and by firing of a great part of the Suburbs ſince, And Thirdly, by 
the valt Expence that this Nation hath been put to for the Rebuilding 
of the ſaid City and the Suburbs. Fourthly, by the Over-ballance of the 
Trade of France, through the French Kings Arbitrary Impoſitions, and 
the breaking the Laws of Commerce with us, to the prejudice of our 
Trade, and to the loſs of near One Aion of pounds ſterling by the 
year: which four cauſes of the decay of our Bu!/kgh,*as they are no 
way to be denyed, ſo neither can it be doubted, but that we have by 
all tacſe means, loſt near, if not above the one half of the Bullion of 
this Nation, (as it was before the ſaid Accidents did Happen) and are 
daily looſing ; and if the Bullion be thus decreaſed, no marvel if the 
Landlord find it in his Rents, and the Shopkeeper tinde it in his Trade, 
and the Farzzer find it in his 2arket, and no marve], if all degrees of 
Perſons whatever do make a Complaint,how hard money is to be got. 

Andif this cauſe which we have here afligned for the fall-of Lands, 
to omit many others, be ſuch as every man will grayt to be ſelf-evi- 
dent, then my Opponent will I hope not take it 11], if I allow not his 
to be a cauſe at all, or at leaſt to be ſo ſmall a one, as it is ſcarce to be 
reckoned with this that we have named. | 

And whereas my Opponents next pretence in this head, is, That it 
is much more the concern of the Nation to preſerve the Nobility, Gentry and 
thoſe that the land of this Countrey belongs unto; rather than regard a 
few Artificers, who are employed in the working up of the Wooll of this 
Nation, or toregard the Merchant who gains by the Exportation of our 
HanufaGure. | 
- And whereas he gives many reaſons why the firſt of thoſe (viz.) 
the Nobility and Geatry, ſhould be preferr'd beiore the latter, which 
is the contemptible Aa2:rchant , Marriner, and Artificerz I humbly 
crave leave to ſay, that the ſaid Argument doth wholly depend upon 
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a {uppoſition which is no way fit to be granted, (visz.) as if the 7-- 
tereſts of the Merchant, Marriner, and Artificer, were not only oppo- 
ſite to,but wholly inconſiſtent with the 7ztereſt of the Nobility, Gentry 
and Farmers, whereas there is nothing -more evident than the contra- 
Ty; ſo that the whole Argument it ſelf falls for want ofa Foundation. 
For the clearing of which let us conſider, That in as much as it is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould defend our ſelves, as an I{land, otherwiſe than 
by the ſtrength of our Shipping, and ſeeing this is much leſs poſlible to 
be done now at ſuch a juncture of time when our neareſt Neighbors do 
partly out of fear, and partly out of emulation multiply Shipping up- 
on us, and uſe all endeavours that are poilible to gain the Dominion 
of the Sea from us, it is hence clear that we muſt either ſay that the 
Tntereſt of the Nobility, Gentry and Farmer, is not the ſame with the 
_ Intereſt of the Nation, or if it be the ſame with the intereſt of the Na- 
_ #708, it-muſt be their Intereſt then to uphold the Trade and Shipping 
of this Countrey, and conſequently to uphold the Merchant, 

| But foraſmuch as all that underſtand Trade, do well know that al! 
the Commerce of this Nation doth for the value and bulk.of it intire- 
iy depend upon the Wooller Manufatture, conſequently it muſt be the 
Intereſt of the Nobility, Gentry and Farmer to uphold the Woollen Ma- 
_—_—_ as much as 'tis to uphold Trade, or to uphold the ſtrength 
of :our Shipping by Sea. For what will the Lands of the Nobility and 
Gentry profit them, or what will become of the Priviledges and Rights 
of Engliſhmen, 1t through the loſs of our 77ollen ManufaGFure we loſe 
our Trade, and if by the lois of this we want Shipping to defend our 
ſelves ? 

To this Argument let us alſo add, that if there be no oppoſition be- 
tween the Intere/# of the Nobility and Gentry, and the Tztereſt of the 
Farmer, (as no man doth pretend there js) then tnere can be no oppo- - 
fition between the Intereſt of the Nobility and Gentry, and the Intereſt . 
. of, the Artificer who works upthe Wooli of all the Countrey. 

For belides the profit that doth ariſe tc the Nobility and Gentry by 
the Houſes which are taken, and by the Jands that are rented by the 
Clothiers, and by the Worzmen under them, it's well known that the 
{aid Clothiers and Workmen are ſerviceable to the Farmer, not only 
for the buying up his Wooll, but for the/ buying up all manner of - 
Viftuals alſo; by tte which not only one bur all the parts of the 
Farmers Rents come to be difcharg2d,one Clothier employing not only 
one or two hundred perſcns,. but ſometimes one or two Thouſand ; 
and..conſequently, if ve (hall admit-that there are 1n Er-gland not 
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(7) | 
above five thouſand Clothiers,and admit that eacl of theſe Cone with 
_ another) do maintain but two hundred and fifty workmen, the whole 
| will amount to upward of twelve hundred thouſand ; wherefore if 


we ſhall allow for each of theſe people but four pounds per year,one 
with 2aother, the whole will amount to between four and five Milli- 


ons of pounds ſterling by the year, which yearly Sum the Farmer doth 
immediatly receive, and conſequently the Nobility and Gentry from 
- the poorand contemptible Artificer, over and above what is further 
contributed by them to the Shoomakers, Taylers, and other Trades,that 
could not live and be maintained without them, nor the Farmer him- 
ſelf, 1f all theſe Trades ſhould fail. 


And to the exd that this Account may appear not only the more reaſonable, but the 
more demonſtrable, we ſhall here hambly offer three things tobe conſtaered, 

Fir ft, That divers perſons may be employed in Clothing whoſe ſtrength will no way 
ſerve them to be employed in husbanary, for as divers perſons, both women and ciul- 
dren may be employedin ſorting, picking, mixing, Carding and ſpinning of wooll, 
. Whoſe bodies are, no way fit for the hard labour of busbanary ; ſo by reaſon of this di- 
vers more perſons may be employed in a family about the Manufature of the weell 
than can any way poſſibly be employed about husbaudty at all. | 


Secondly, In as much as the work, relating tothe ſorting, picking, mixing, card- 
3ng and ſpining of wooll, depends not at ell upon this or that ſeaſon-of the year; 
hence there is amore conſtant employment from the Mannfatture of wooll, than there 
can poſſibly be from that of husbanary of any kznd, 

3dly, Where: at husbandry, a mangains not in ſome Countreys above a groat or 

ix pence a day, in other Countreys not above 8d. 10d. or 129. a day, and perhaps 
| bath hardly work for 4. or 5 dayesin aweek to maintain his whole family, it u quite 
Contrary inthe Manufalture of wooll, for ſeeing not only the men, but the women 
. andchildren, are capabie of ſome employment or other in the ſaid Manufalture, all 
that labouy in it get more or leſs by it, and conſequently ſome families get not only 
TO or 12 ſhillings, but (ome 200r 30s. per week : For though it be true that in ſuch , 
: Families, which do depend upon husbandry, the more children there are the more b:g=- 
garly; yet it ts quite otherwiſe in families depending upon the Manufatture of wooll, 
for there ſpeaking in general, the more childrenthere be the more the Family gains, 
the better it is maintained. | 
And theſe things premiſed it willbe eaſie to ſee how much my Opponent ia the very 
firſt entrance into his diſconrſe hath miſtaken himſelf. 

For whereas he ſaith he cannot acknowledge that a Manufacture doth employ 

the poor, but rather doth make more poor than it finds, there can be nothing more 
contrary to truth, nor more contrary to matter of fact. . 
For ſeeing it is matter of fact, and a thing moſt evident in it ſelf, that the Ma. 
nufaCture of wooll doth as we have ſaid, not only employ many more than hus. 


: bandry doth, but doth employ thoſe very perſons which are no way fit Te 
; __ Dany, 


- - HEN - —_ 
—— 


mm A E—_—_—— CS 


(8) 

bandry ; and doth contribute plentifully to the livelihood and maintenance of 
them, even though they be but young perſons; it is impoſſible then, that ir 
ſhould Le rrue which my adverſary Ignorantly pretends, that AManyfattare 
ſhould as ſuch occaſion more charge to Pariſhes than Husbandry. For though 
it be very true, where through any private or particular ſp!ecn to ſome Clothj. 
ers (or to their particular oppinions) there 1s a perfect diſcouragement put up- 
- onthe Manuf ature itſelf; the poor in that place may by reafon of this eaſily be 
| multiplyed ; yet ſpeaking properly, this is no way occaſioned from the Manufa. 
Cure it ſelf, but from the diſappointment that the ſaid Manufacture Goth meet with 
through the unreaſonable humour of ſame perſons that do emulate and diſcour- 
agc thoſe who are Induſtrious 11 it, 

And this leads us alſo to talie notice of another miitake in my Qp- 
ponent, and fuch as is no ſmall one z which 1s, that 1n as much as it is 
matter of Fact, and ſuch as may be clearly demonſtrated, that there 
1sat leaſt, if not more-than a NM1ion of Perſons young and old of 
both Sexcs, employed in tie Clothing Trade, and in as much as all 
that are thus employed are ſuch as have their dependance ſolely and 
wholly upon the ſaid 3zanufaFure, without intermixing themſelves in 
the labours of Hedging, Ditching, ©nuick-ſetting, and others the works 
belonging to Arsbandry; it's hence evident howmuch my Oppoe- 
nent hath clearly miſtaken himſelf, in ſuppoſing that though our 
Cloathing Trade ſhould be loſt, yet all the Perſons that are now em- 
ployed in it, might find work from the ſervice of the Farmer. 

For ſeeing it's matter of FaCt that the Farmer is able to ſupply him 
{elf all the year, with as many Labourers, and more than he hath an 
occaſion for, without fo much as medling with, or requiring aſliſt- 
ance of thole who are now employed 1n the Clothing Trade, it muſt 
unavoidably follow, that if our ManufaFure ſhould be totally loſt; 
as there will be above a A1i/l;on of People that muſt either ſtarve, or 
beg, or be put to the charge of the ſeveral Parithzs, or be forced to 
ſreal,or rob,or leave the Kingdom) ſo it's as evideat, that the Farmer 
after all this will not onely be leſs able to employ Labourers than he. 
was before, but leſs able to pay his Lamiilord, by four or five 74ilions 
every year. : 

And when ſuch an abatement as this ſhall be made of the Farmers 
Income, I ſhall leave itto any wiſe man then to conſider, what will 
become of the price of Lands, or value of Rents, and how much this 
wall advantage the Grower or Breeder of wooll. | 

And to make good this Compatation, and free it from all ſufpition 
of. ſhghtineſs, we ſhall farther offer to conſideration, that whatever 
is: the true value.cf. all the woollen ManufaFurect England, the Nobi- 

lity. 


(9) | 
lity Gentry, and Commonalty do receive among them, near, if no 
more than Nine parts of it in Ten. For in as much as all who 
are well acquainted with the Clothing Trade, do know that it is not 
a tenth part ofthe profit,nor ſometime the twentieth that is gained by 
the Clothier or firſt employer, who frequently loſeth of the very Intereſt 
_ of his money, conſequently it muſt of neceſlity follow, that nine of 
_ ten parts,if not 19 of 20 parts of the whole value of the ſaid Marufa- 

Fure mult be diſtributed to the Nation 3 ſo that admitting the whole 
IWoollen ManufaFure of this Nation, comprehending Cloth,Stuff5, Bayes, 
Stockings, and all other fort of the ſaid Manrufadture, do amount to 
four millions of pounds ſterlizg per year (more or lels,) there will not 
come of that great ſum to the Clothier or firlt employer much above 
two hundred thouſand pounds (ifſo muchz,) ſo that three Millions and 
eight hundred thouſand pounds per year, muſt of neceſſity be ditri- 
buted to the Nation by virtue of the ſaid Clothing Trade : whereof 
we cannot but ſuppoſe the Farmers and therefore the Nobility and Gen- 
try muſt receive the greacer part. : 

It is well known alſo that it is folely by our Trade that not only 
this great City of Lozdoz it ſelf, but ſeveral other large Cities of this 
Nation do wholly depend, and which if our Trade were removed 
they would ſoon be deſerted by their reſpective Inhabitants. . | 

And then we cannot but offer to conſideration where the Nobility, 


Gentry ar Farmers would find a Market for their Commodities, or find 


a price anſwerable to them. 

All which particulars I have been the larger in, to remove that 
miſtake which 1s almoſt as deſtructive to this Nation as the Peſttlence 
it ſelf, which 1s that mentioned by my Opponent, (viz. } That the 
Tatereſt of the Merchant or the Tatereſt of the Clothier and Artificer is 
not conſiſtant with the Tntereſt of the Nobility and Gentry : the contra- 
- ry being now made ſufficiently to appear. | 


My Opponents third Argument 1s, That Wool! was at twelwe 
I. per Pack in the year 1647. when it was Prohibited, and that in the 
following year it was ſold for 16 1, per Pack, but that Wool hath ever ſince 
by reaſon the ſaid Prohibition abated, as is pretended of ths price of is 
and is now not worth above 4 or 5 pounds per pack. 

In which Argument there ſeems to be a failure in two reſpetts, one 
as1f the Wool of the Nation hath never bore any price lince the time 
of the Prohibition, whereas it may be made appear that after the year 
1550. Wooll bore a very conſiderable price from 101. per Pack to 241. 

B per 
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| Per Pack, according tothe goodneſs of the ſaid Wool, and continu- 
ed fo for ſometime, which ſhews us another miſtake in his Arguments, 


as if the talloftheprice of Wool were wholly to be aſcribed to the 


Prohibition of it, whereas indeed there are two other cauſes that are 
very evident. Firſt, From the diſcouragement that hath been pur 
upon the Clothier, and upon the vent of our Woollen Manufature by 
the French Kings Arbitrary impoſitious upon it, to the almoſt utter 
prohibition of it ; whereby now there cannot be fo much wrought of 
it as formerly, which had otherwiſe certainly been, and then no ſuch 
occalion or pretence as this would haue been taken to complain of ſu- 
perfluous Wool, and thereforeas this cannot be denied to bea true 


cauſe why more of our Wool comes to be unwrought than formerly, 


fo tis clear that thoſe very men that are now pleaded for by my Oppo- 
nent, (I mean the ſ{tealers and tranſporters of Wool about Canterbury, 
and the places adjacent, not for neceflity but for filthy greedineſs of 
gain & lucre)bave highly contributed to it,notwithſtanding the Laws 
of the Nation again{t it, and notwithſtanding the ruine of the Natior 
that is daily Jeopardied by itzin which reſpect T cannot butconfets that 
Rumney Marſh hath indeed created an intereſt by it ſelf, but it is ſuch 
an intereſt which neither 1s nor hath been conſiſtent with the intereſt 
of the Nation, nor with the intereſt of the Nob/:ty and Gentry ingenes- 
ral, ſo that the ſaid ſtealers or tranſporters of Wool have been the 


main and principal cauſe of both theſe inconveniences { v2 ) be th of 


the loſs of our MarufaGFare, and the lowring the price of Wo). 

The other cauſe of the fall of the price oft Wool, eſpecially of late 
yeares, hath been the neceſlitating of Trelan4 ro ſtock their Paſture- 
grounds with Sheep inſtead of great Cattel, and thoſe of the beſt breed 
of England, by which means, as Wool hath of late years been more 
increaſed than ever at any time before within his Majeities Domini-: 
ons ſo the conſequence of this extraordinary increaſe (and.not any 
fault in the Clothier or ManufaFnrer ) 1s that which hath not only 
brought down the price, but hath occaſioned ſo great a quantity of it 
to be ſent abroad 1nto forreign parts, as it bears now almoſt as ſmal a. 
price beyond Sea as here, and therefore that in tis Argument my Op- 
ponent hath aſſigned that for a cauſe whicit is no cauſe at all may ctear- 
Iy appear, becauſe it's matter of fact, that Wool bore as good a price if 
not a better (after the ſaid prohibition as it did before) tor many years 
til] that breach of Commerce was put-upon us by the French K. which 
we before mentioned, and untill that unſortunate Aa ( for ſo I muſt 
humbly crave leave to call it ) was made againſt the importing the 


Iriſt 
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Triſh Cattle, upon ſuppoſition that it would raiſe the price of land here 
in England, whereas the quite contrary effe& hath been too much ex» 
perienc'd (viz) That 1t hath laid ſuch a foundation for the impo- 
veriſhing Ergland, as will not quickly (I fear ) be recovered. 


4thly. The next thing al edged by my Opponent, is, That 4 l;- 
mited Exportation of Wool! will be more for the advantage of our Woollen 
Trade, and leſs for that beyond the Sea, than the hindering of it hath 
been. 

Which aſſertionif my Opponent had really, ſufficiently and effe&tu- 
ally made good, he might juſtly have merited the name, for being the 
greateſt maſter of reaſon in England. 

And indeed ſeeing a paradox more ſtrang and more hard to be 
conceived, could not calily be ſtated, I could not but expe& that 
ſome Arguments more remarkable than ordinary would immediately 
have followed it; but finding (contrary to my expeCtations ) nothing 
beyond a bare affirmation that if ſtrangers had a liberty to buy what 
Wooll ſoever they pleaſe, they would pay dearer for it, by much 
than now they do, and that our Clothiers would therefore have it the 
cheaper, and by this advantage would be able to under-(cl, the ſtran- 
gers in their ManufaFure, => 

I ſay finding little or nothing more to be brought either by way of 
Reaſon or of Argument to maintain this paradox,T was ſoon convinced 
that it remaiued as uncapable to be proved as it was before, and a lit- 
tleto evidence the improbability of the ſaid conſequence, we ſhall 
here offtcr ſome few reaſons to the contrary, and firſt, I crave leave 
to ſay, That it is no way likely that the Grower in any part of 
England, ſhould not be willing to get the utmoſt price for his Wooll 
that he can, and therefore not likely that any Grower whatſoever 
will ſell his wool to the Natives of this Conntrey, fora leſs price than 
he preſumes he may have of ſtrangers, and therefore not at all likely 
that our own MarufaFurers ſhould buy it cheaper than others. 

2. Admitting that it ſhould be made unlawful for any ſtranger to 
buy up wool till ſuch a Time or Seaſon of the year.to the end that our 
Clothiers might firſt provide themſclves of what they need, yet it 
would no way follow but ſtrangers may have their Agents and FadFors 
here, that may purchaſe it at the ſame eaſe, with the fame convenien- 
cy, and at the ſamerates that our Clothiers are like todo; nor can 
[ perceive any thing propounded by my Opporent that would be 
able in the leaſt ether to prevent it or to obviate it. But, 
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Thirdly, And this great ommiſſion in my Opponent I could not but 
take the more notice of, becauſe if no expedient can be found out by 
him (which I doubt there will not) to prevent Strangers from giving 
what Commnlions, they pleaſe to buy up what quantities of wool! 
ſoever they ſhall think fit, here 1n this Coxztrey, as ſee not how or 
by what means the Exportation of our Wooll ſhould beany way po- 
ſhbly limited,ſo neither do I ſee how the Clothiers here ſhould be ſuſh- 
ciently and ccrtatfily furniſhed, or how the 1darufaFure it ſelf ſhould 
be capable of being any way preſerved, and if theſe miſchiefs, and 
inconveniences cannot but follow, and cannot but be neceſſary con- 
ſequences of ſuch a Law, as is propounded by my Opponent ; and 
that nothing to obviate or prevent theſ2 inconveniences hath been 
either regarded, or ſu much as attempted by him ; I cannot but take 
It to be a very great blot to his judgment, barely and boldly to offer 
at ſuch a thing, which is attended with ſo much hazard, 


But Fourthly, Becauſe my Opponent ſeems to put his cheiteſt ſtreſs 
in this, (viz ) That a large Cuſtom may be put upon all wooll that is ex- 
ported by Strangers, and that at leaſt by this means they may come to pay 
double the price of what our Elythiers do,and not only ſo, but by this means 
alſo his Majeſty may reccive an advantage by the Cuſtom that is impoſed 
upon it. | 

To try the weight or ſtrength of this expedient,or rather to ſhew the 
vanity of it, Let us ſuppoſe that 3d. or 44. per pound ſhall by a Law 
be impoſed upon all wool that ſhall be ſhipped out by $trazgers or 
others, as it will not follow that the ſaid Cuſtom ſhould be paid to his 
Majeitie for the one half of the wooll, that ſhall be ſo ſhipt out 
ſteing under the colour of 100 packs many hundred may be exported, 


So this will much the leſs follow from the very obſervation which. 


my Opponent himſelf hath made, of the nature and temper of the 
Stealers or Tranſporters of Wool; for if as he confeſſeth they will be 
contented with 12d. a day profit ſo they may play the Merchants, 
and if they zre content to run the hazard of their necks, and to be 
tryed as Fellons, for fo ſmall a mattcr as this amounts to, which can- 
not be above or ios. upona pack, how much more then will they 
been encouraged to fteal the Cuſtom of it when their excuſe ſhall be 


fairer and their advautage much greater, and the hazard leſs a hun- 


dred times than now 1t 1s, 
But in the fifth and laſt place, Let us admit for Arguments ſake, that 


43. was impoſed upon every pack of Wool that was tranſported, and 
; ! 
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let us admit that all this Cuſtom was duly paid, yet I fee not the leaſt 
ground, for my Opponents confidence that we ſhall for this cauſe be 
able to underſell the French in the Woellen MannfaFure. 

For beſide that the nature of their ManyfaGJure being but ſlight. 
and ſuch as takes up much leſs wool than ours doth,and a great part of 
their warps being made of their fine ſpun Linnen and their own courſe 
wool I fay beſides this the impoſſtons that have been of late Arbi- 
trarily put upon all our woollen ManufaFure in France, and confide- 
ring alſothere 1s no Cuſtom at all put upon wooll there when import- 
ed both theſe will utterly prevent our ſelling the ſaid ManufaFure 
there cheaper than the French can make it, though they ſhall give 
not only double but treble the price that we our ſelves do give for 
wooll, 


5thly. The next thing alledged by my Opponent is; That our Fore- 
fathers did never prohibit the Tranſportation of wooll unleſs upon ſome 
great occaſion, and for a certain Seaſon, till of late years, ſor making good 

} of which a ſummary. of ſeveral Statutes, are brought from the time of EdW. 
I the 3d. downwards to our own times, : 

1 For anſwer to all which Statutes, I ſhall make uſe of noother ar- 
L gument than what my Opponent himſelf hath put into my mouth, 
' whichis that wooll was for many ages,by the wiſdom of the Govern- 
þ ment, at leaſt very often prohibited;and that whenſoever the Govern- 
ment it ſelf ſaw there was a greater occaſion than ordinary for it, they 
did always prohibit it ; and conſequently if the Intereſt of the Nation 
at preſent be ſuch and the circumſtances relating to our Neghbours 
about us, be not only fo great, but ſo inſtant and importune that theſe 
two conſidered there will be much more reaſon, and much more ne- 
” Ccellity for the prohibiting of it now than formerly. 

; Then all that my Opponent Ilabours at in producing inſtances of 
| other kinds and where the circumſtances are not the ſame falls wholly 
to the ground, 

For the clearing of which, let us conſider that the circumſtances pes: 
| culiar to this preſent time is, That we have not only been poſlzſſed 
 - for many ages of the Manufacturing of our wooll but have of lateio: 
f improved our Trade and Commerce by it, that we have exported it- 
x by ſhipping of our own, not only into France,Portugal and Spain, but. 
4 into 7taly, Tarkey, and to the moſt remote parts of the World. 

By which means as our wealth came greatly to encreaſe, fo we our 
fclves became more powerful in Shipping than ever, which greatneſs. 


of: 
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O/our Trade and the ſtrength of our 8hippine being not only obſerved, 
put forthwith emulated by ſome of our Nezghboanrs, and ſcing it was 
likewiſe, clearly diſcerned, that the cheitelt means for the- mainte- 
nance of 1t proceeded from our woollen Manuſaiinre, as the Hullander 
therefore firlt, ſo the Frezch ſince, have by many undue Lawes and 
pretlures upon us, contrary to the ancient treatics of Peace and Com- 
merce, endeavoured to rob the ſaid 1umnfatture from us. 

Nor 15 the ſtate of the conteſt now at preſent between-us only, who 
ſhall have the Trade,but who is fitteſt to have the ſtrength and domi- 
nion of the Sea, 

Wheretore1f my Opponent be not only an 7/ander, but fo much 
an Ergliſh Man, and be ſo true a Subject to the intereſt of his Majeſty, 
which T doubt not but he ts, as to think there is none fo fit as his Ma- 
jeltyis to command the Sea, then my Opponent mult of neceſfiity grant 
that nothing ought at this time to be done by us that may hazard 
the greatneſs of our Trade and Commerce, and conſequently that 
nothing ought to be ſuffered by us (ſo far as we are able in any wiſe to 
prevent it)that may either leſſen or indanger our woolen ManufaFure, 
and conſequently if nothing can ſo much hazard it, and hazard the 
very loſs of our Trade and of che Dominion of the Sea it ſelf through 
it, as the countenancing and contributing to the wooller ManufaFure 
now ſet up in France, then this is not to be done by us, but is rather, 
if we will purſue the intereſt of the Nation by all means to be pre- 
vented by us. 

And conſequently till my Opponent ſhall be able to make it appear, 
that the Dominion of the Sea, if loſt will be no great harm to us, or 
till he make 1t appear that we are able to keep the Dominion of the 
Sea even notwithſtanding our Trade and Commerce (hould be utterly 
loſt, and notwithſtanding our woollex ManufaFure ſhould be wholly 
carried away by our Neighbours : | | 

Or till he makes it appear by other arguments than hitherto he 
hath done, that the French though they increaſe their woollen Manu- 
faFure will neither be able to underſell us abroad, nor be able to pre- 
vent our Clothes and St»fſs from going into France as formerly : 


T fay till my Opponent ſhall be able to make good all theſe things, 
IT muſt crave leave to difter from him wholly, and plainly to affirm on 
the contrary, Firſt that the Tranſportation of Wooll, if allowed by a 
Law can nov way be limited. 

Becauſe if the Tranſportation of Wool! ſhall be allowed by a Law, 
no 


eo 
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no means,(ſpeaking rationally) is able to prevent the Hollanders,Flan- 
drians, and French to give each of them ſuch Commilſions as they 
pleaſe, to buy up here what quantity of wool ſocver they ſhall think 


fit, 


Secondly, In regard that this can no way be prevented, and that 
my Opponent himſclf ofters not the leaſt grain of an expedient towards 
itz I therefore farther affirm, that it cannot appear that our Clothrers 
or ManufaFurers here, ſhould have the leaſt priviledge above the 
ſtranger, either in point of provilton, or in potat of price. 


Thirdly, That our Clothier, or Manufa&turer here, muſt of neceſli- 
ty have a far greater diſadvantage, with reference to the furniſhing 
himſelf, than the ſtranger abroad, in regard it cannot be thought, he 
ſhould be able to raiſe any ſuch ſtock of money as the ſtranger can, 
to prevent the ſtrangers Foreſtalling of him; and conſequently if it be 
lawful to talk reaſon, there can be no ground to imagine, that our 
ManufaFure ſhould not 1n ſhort time berutterly Joſt, and this being 
loſt, as our Trade and Strength at Sea muſt be. inevitably loſt with it, 
ſonot only the Honour, Wealth and Rents, but the very priviledges 
Liberty and Property of this Nation muſt be hazarded to ſuch ſtran- 
gers as ſhall carry away the Trade, and Strength from us. 


As to the next Allegation,. made by my Opponent, viz. 
That the Tranſportation of Wooll, will better His Majeſties Cuſtomes 5 
I (ce but little in it that may require my Anſwer to 1t, in as 
much, as I have ſpoken already to this under the fourth head; 
Nevertheleſs, I 'muſt crave leave to ſay, that my Opponent here alfo 
goeth upon an Extraordinary miltake, 1t being not at all in difpate 
between us, wether his Majeſties Cyſtomes would be bettered,ifa 
Subſidy were paid only tor that wooll that is now Exported.nn ſtead 
of. having it all iſrolen : Bur the diſpute bet ween us ſtrictly is, what 
His Majcſties Cuſtomes will hereafter amount to comparatively to 
what they at preſent now are, in cafe there ſhould be a Law for the free 
and un}imited Exportation of Wooll, and that by reaſon of this Law 
and the Conſequences that muſt tollow from it, our Woollen Manu- 
facture ſhall come to be wholy and entirly loſt: for it becomes not 
a wiſe man (and ſuch, I muſt in Civility Judge my 0ppozent tobe) in. 
making ſuch propoſals as tend to the altering of Lawes, to look at 


the preſent only, but to look more Principally at the time to come. 
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Aud therefore it 15not 1n this caſe at all to be conſidered what the 
advantage will be that may come to his Majeſtics Cxſtome, for a few 
Moneths, or a iingle year, but it 1s to be conſidered, what the ad- 
vantage or diſadvantage, will be to His Majeſties Cy{#omes, for the time 
to comezadmitting theſe inconventences, which I have before men- 
tioned to be unavoidable, from the Law, which 1s propounded by my 
Opponent, : | 
Beſides my Opporert cannot doubtleſs be fo ignorant,as not to have 
conſidered,that the greatneſs of his Majeſties Caſtomes(which is at this 
day greater than ever) is not at all raiſed comparatively from the ex- 
port but from the Import, which 1s 10 1tnot 20 times greater than the 
Export, the value of all which Import muit proportionally fall as the 
quantity of our AMarufadfurefſhall fail to be carried out,and as our raw 
and unwrought wooll alone ſhall in ſtead of it be Exported, and con- 
ſequently to pretend that by ſuch a Law as 1s de{ired, his Majeſties 
Cnſtomes would be advanced, is either greatly to betray ignorance, or 
greatly to betray the Revenue of the Cuſtomes it ſelf. | 


The next thing Alledged by .1y Opponent 1s, That the cauſe of the decay 
of our Clothing doth not lie in the Exportation of onr wool, but on the con- 
frary, (viz.)becauſe our wool is no more freely Exported than it is,and that 
we may be ſure not to miſtake his ſenſe, herein he further Adds, That 
in as much as the decay and fall of our ManufaFure comes properly from 
the prohibition of our wool, the ſtopping or hindering therefore of our wool 
to go ont, is but the applying to our Deſeaſe a wrong Remedy. | 

Which Argnment if it had been brought by a ſtranger we ſhould 
immediately have turned it into merriment, as ſuppoſing he did 1n- 
tend by it to drole and make ſport with us, or ſuppoſing that he 
thought us ſuch meer Children, as that any thing would eaſily chouſe 
us, but being brought by a Gentleman, and an Engliſh man,I confeſs I 
could not poſiibly think what might be the meaning of it, unleſs it 
were that my Opponent was reſolved to croſs the proverb for a while, 
and by a peice of wit to make it appear that it is not alwayes true,that 

ereſt cannot lye:for that nothing can be more contrary to truth than 
what 1s here alledged, or more again{t the intereſt of the Nation, and: 
of an Engliſh man than what is here aſſerted, (if that be the very inter- 
cit of my Opporert) 1s molt clear, 

For if it betrue which my Oppozert ſaith, that the decay of our 
Cloathing Trade 1s not from our Exportation of woo!l, but rather 
the contrary, becauſe no more of our wooll 1s carried out raw, and 

un- 
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unmanufaCtured, it muſt follow then, that by how much the more 
our wool 1s thus exported, by ſo much the more our manufacture 
will not only be preſerved but encouraged, and the reaſon for this 
mult needs be, that if we are once rid of our wool, and have got a 
good price for it, we need not trouble our heads ſo far as to imagine 
that they who buy it will do any thing with it, but only will lay it 
up to look upon it. 

For it we ſhall ſeviouſly believe that they will have ſo much wit 
asto make uſe of it, and tomakeuſe of it as becomes Rational per- 
ſons 1n order to the increaſe of their own Cloathing by it, we cannotbe 
ſo ſottiſh as to think that they do then intend after this to buy our 
mannfaFTure any more, but do on the contrary deſign to prevent, and 
ſhut out the Importation of it, asa thing not expedient for them. 

And it this, and no other be really the intent of buying up 
wooll by our Neighbours, then muſt it not neceſſarily follow 
by how much the more wool they have, by ſo much the more Manu- 
faFnre they will make for the furniſhing themſelves, and furniſhing 
their Neighbours, by ſo mnch the leſs place, or poſlibility there will be 
that we ſhould be able to furniſh them,and by ſo much the greater ſtop 
mult of neceſſity be put to the vending our Cloathes and is it not plain 
that by how much the leſs we vend our z2annfaFure, by reaſon of the 
increaſe of it abroad in other places, by ſo much the more our many- 
faFure muſt decay : not only in point of the price, but in point of 
itsneceſiity and uſe? 

And is it not then as manifeſt that by how much our zanufa@ure 
decayes, our Trade muſt decay, and our Wealth muit decay, and the 
Strength of our Shipping mult decay, and we our ſelves muſt be the 
oo made a ſcorn, a prey, anda laughing-ſ{tock by it to our Neigh- 

ours. 

And if all this be not for the Intereſt of the Nation but the contra- 
ry wholly, is itnot plain that my Opponent ſeeing he is an Engliſh- | 
man, and ſeeing it is for the intereſt of the Nation that he writes, doth 
croſs the proverb, and give us a demonſtration by his thus arguing, 
that Intereſt may now and then lye, thoughnot alwayes? 

But in the next place to try whether my Opponent be in earneſt or 
not, let me humbly beg of him, to tell me truly, why thoſe naughty 
men that uſurped the Government in the year, 1647. did upon ſuch. 
penalties ſtrictly prohibit the Exportation of our woolls 1t he faith, 
It was becauſe they were only not'Rebells, but Men of no Reaſon, and 
underſtood not the Intereſt of the Nation 3 will he not by this brand 
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' many of the Parliament alſo that now fits? who though they did not 
confirm the Rebels Law, did think fit at leaſt to make anew Law to 
the ſame purpoſe, even ſoon aker his Majeſties moſt Happy Reſtau- 
ration. | Joy 

Granting then that the Laws now in force of the 12.and 14. of His 
Majeſties Reign, were not made by other than by the wiſeſt and moſt 
Loyal Perſons of this Nation, the ſaid Perſons muſt conſequently have 
ſome grounds or other for making the ſaid Laws, and if we may gueſs 
at their grounds by their own words in the preambles of the ſaid 
Laws, they appcar mainly to be theſe three following. viz. 


I. For the ſetting on work the Inhabitants of this Realm. 


2. For the improving the Native Commodities of thisConntrey to 7t 5 


beſt, fulleſt, and utmoſt uſe. 


3. And that the Advantage accruing hereby might redound to the $ub- 
jedFs of this Kingdom and not to the SubjeFs of Forreign Realms, as hither- 
to, and as it would and muſt otherwiſe. 


Wherefore either theſe their grounds when -the ſaid Laws were 


« made, were either good and ſufficient motives for the prohibiting our 
wooll, and for the Jayiag ſo great a penalty upon ſuch as ſhould ex- 
port it, or they were not : it my Opponent ſhall ſay they were not 
good and ſufficient grounds, then he mult ſay that the Wiſdom of 
thoſe Honourable and Royal Perſons, who at that time ſerved in Par- 
liament, were indeed not much better than that of the uſurpers cf the 
Government in the year 1647. 

But if the ſaid grounds were good, valid, and ſufficient, and ſuch 
as did both regard and comprehend the true and ſincere Intereſt of 
the Nation, then my Opponent muſt confeſs the ſaid Laws ought to 
frand, or he muſt ſkew wherein the caſe is altered now. from what it 
was then, wita reference to the ſaid motives or grounds that the ſaid 
Parliament then went upon 12 making the ſaid Laws, 


Firſt, If my Opponent can make it appear by Letters that he hath 
lately recc. ved,that the Ho!lazders hath laid down the Woollen manu- 
faFure, and that they in Fraxce are altogether grow ſick and weary of 
it,and that the Frezch King hath wholly forbidden it,and hath releaſed 
a!: the Impoſitions that he hath of Jate years put upon it, then T muſt 

needs 
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needs confeſs the caſe is altered, and that the ſaid Laws ought Juſtly 
to be repealed; or, 


Secondly, If my Opponent hath received information from ſure 
and good hands, that the Hollanders make uſe of no other wool than 
that of their own growth, though they breed no Sheep; and that he 
hath alſo received information trom good and ſure hands, that the 
French make uſe only of their own wool 1n all their Manufacture; or, 


Thirdly, If my Opponent can make it appear that the ſetting on 
work the Inhabitants of this Realm 1s not nowa thing ſo convenient 
or fit as it was when the ſaid Acts were made; or, 


Fourthly, if the improving the Native Commodities of this Coun- 
trey to its beſt, and utmolt uſe be found by experience to be no good 
Policy but to bring many inconveniences with itz or 


Fifthly, if it be much more adviſeable that Forreigners ſhould go 
away with the gain of our MarnufaFures, and with the ſweet of our 
Trade, rather than that his Majelties Subjefs ſhould have it, in all 
theſe caſes I muſt confeſs 1t mult inevitably be for the TIntereit of the 
Nation to repeal the ſaid Acts and lay them aſide. 

But on the other hand if none of all theſe five caſes can poſlibly be 
put, and that thoſe very reaſons and grounds do {ti]] rc nain, and are 
the fame now which they were when the ſaid Acts were made. 

Then my Opponents motion to repeal the ſaid Laws, muſt be a- 
gainlt the Intereſt of the Nation or Intereſt doth not alwayes ſpeak 
truez which was the Paradox intended to be argued by my Oppo- 
nent. 

As 1t is clear then by both theſe Arguments , that my Opponent 
hath wholly miſtaken himſelfin the cauſe of our 1anufaGFures decays 
ſo to evidence yet farther the manife{tneſs and palpableneſs of this 
miſtake, we affirm that it 15 matter of Fact that our Woollen Manu- 
faFure did greatly increaſe offer the faid Prohibition of wool inthe 
year 1647. For atleaſt r6 or 18 years together, and not only increa- 
ſed but bore a good price, and that I may not be found like ſome 
others, who regard not the credit of what they affirm, (and particu- 
larly like him who hath contrafted the Arguments of my Opponent, 
and hath publiſhed them together in one ſheet of paper) I ſhall to juſtt- 


fie what Iſay, appeal for the truth of it not only to the Cuſtomhouſe- 
C-a . Books, | 
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Books, and to the quantity of the Woollen ManufaGure there entred. 
but to the Gentry themſelves : and to. the price that Land bore, and 
Victualls bore for many years together after the ſaid prohibition, and 
to the plenty of Money that was then 1n the Land, 

Yea as our Manufacture did increaſe for many years together, after 
the ſaid prohibition of the Exportation of wool, ſoit had to this day 
ſtill iacreaſed, had not thoſe Accidents happened that laid fo effectual 
a foundation for the ruine of it, as it was neither in the power of the 
Clothier nor in the power of the Grower to. prevent, I mean thoſe new 
and immoderate Taxes which were Jaid upon our 1MamrfaGare by the 
French King, on purpoſe to encourage his own workmen to gain the 
ſaid ManufaFure from us; and on purpoſe to prevent our Clothes and 
Stuffs from being brought into his Countrey, although we yearly take 
of his Commodities to the value of above a Million of Pounds;ſterl- 
ing; and IT mean in the ſecond place, the making of that unfortunate 
Act againſt the Importation of 1riſh Cattle, which hath not only tend- 
ed to the Ruine of the Grower, but to the Ruine of the Clothier, and 
to the Ruine of very Trade of Exgland it ſelf; and which if it ſhould 
continue to ſtand unrepealed, mult neceſſarily and inevitably Ruine 
more and more both the Gentry, Merchant, and Clothier every day. 

And therefore as a further proof to what I fay I ſhall give one in- 
ſtance in ſtead of many and leave the truth of it to be ſtridtly examined 
and judged accordingly 3 which is, that ſince the ſaid Accidents have 
befallen us, (l mean of the French Kings Arbitrary 1mpolitions upon 
us, and that AC againl{t the Importation of 1riſþ Cattle) Exeter alone, 
hath loſt of what it did formerly vend,near if not above three hundred 
thouſand pounds fterlize, every year : and if we ſhall reckon proportio- 
nably from all other Counties and Cities, we ſhall then ealily ſee there ts 
a juſt ground for the decay of our woollen manufacture.,and for the fall 
of the price of our wooll by it, and for the fall and ruine of our 
Rents, notas my Opponent alleadgeth by reaſon of the prokivition 
of tranſporting our wool, but truly and really by reaſon of the multi- 
plication and increaſe of our wool, to that degree, that the Exportati- 
tion of it hath almoſt been necellary. 


The ſerious conſideration of which true and real caiffa of the decay 
of our manufacture, I ſhall humbly leave to the Wiſdom of the Par- 
lament. 

And ihall likewiſe leave it to their Wiſdom to be conſidered, whe- 
ther in this conjuncture of affairs, and according to the circumſtances 


which 
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which now attend us, while our Neighbours do not only emulate us, 
but are become actual Rivals with us not only for Clothing but for 
our Trade it ſelf; and for our Strength and Dominion at Sea, we ſhall 
or ought ſo far to contribute towards the deſign, and towards the 
certainty and effeCtualneſs of our own Ruine, as either to repeal our 
Acts that prohibit the exportation of wool, or to let that unfortunate 
Act ſtand, which makes the tranſporting of wool obſolutely neceſlary, 
whether we will or no, and by this means makes our Neighbours 
ſcorn the Commerſe and Trade that they formerly had with us, and 
thanked us for it, 

And whereas my Opponent doth lay a great\{treſs upon the falſe 
making of our ManufaFure, as one main cauſe of |the decay of it; I 
cannot but confeſs there hath been too much, and too great cauſe for 
this complaint, formerly, while thoſe good Lawes for the ſealing of 
Clothes 1n the water, for acertaimng the length of them, were 
wholly eluded through dhe negligence and corruption of the Aulza- 
ger, but though this abuſe hath not to this day gbeen redrefſed, yet 
there hath bcen ſo great an alteration in_the making of our Cloth 
within this thirty years, I ſay again within this thirty years, even ſince 
that naughty AC that commenced in the year 1647 3 that neither 
Dutch nor French do come near us, either for the Accurateneſs and 
Goodneſs of our Workmanſhip, or for the honeſty, and Integrity that 
is uſed in making both of Clothes, Stutfts, and Bays. 


And that I may here alſo vindicate the Credit of what I ſay,and that 
it may be clear, I ſpeak nothing but Truth, I ſhall appeal tothe moſt 
conſiderable Dealers in all London, either as Merchants, Drapers, Or 
Aercers, whether there be not many Clothzers, many Stufſſand Bay-ma- 
kers, who though they be under no Check at all at preſent, do-never- 
theleſs ſo value their Name, their Word, and their Repute, that they 
dare adventure all the Commodity they make, to be forfeited, is it 
do not prove in every reſpett as Long; as Broad, and as truly made, 
and as well qualified, as they fell it for, which is a thing ſo well known 
as though none will now truſt to the Seal of the Anulnager, or to the 
Common Stamps in uſe formerly ; yet there are many both Drapers, 
Mercers, ani Merchants, who will truſt to the private mark of divers 
Clothiers with leſs ſcruple than they will truſt to the ſtamp of ſome 
Coyn. 

Yea Iſhould much wrong the generallity of the Cloathiers of England 


if I ſhould not upon this occaſion profeſledly declare: and w—_— 
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denyeth it will greatly injure them) that ſuch 15 the ſenſe which they 
themſelves have had for divers years, how much it is for their Inter- 
reſt, and for the Name, and Honour of the Engliſh Nation it fel, To 
keep up an exa& goodneſs in all the Woolley ManufuFure of this 
Kingdom, that they have for many years, not onely ſollicited the Par- 
liament, that they might be Incorporated in each County, 


| And that none might be admitted to take upon them the making 


of Cloath and all other woollen Manufadures,but ſuch only as ſerving 
a due number of years to learn the profeſiton of it, might be ſuffict- 
ently verſed and skilled in itzBut they have for many years deſired alſo 
that all and every the ſorts of woollen 1arnfaFure, might be brought 
to ſuch a certainty of Regulation for the length and breadth of cach 
Manufafure, and for the true making of it; that it may not be in the 
power of any unskiltull perſon to fallifie it, But that by marks of 
their own, as is uſed inthe Colcheſter Bayes, all manner of cheats and 
defects ſhould be openly ſignified; which propoſals, if they might be 
hearkned unto, might. ſoon be effected; and made practical through 
a ſtanding Councel,eſtabliſhed to no other end than tor the Cloathing- 
Trade, with power only to receive {uch propoſals as are to be made by 
the Clothiers, and their reſpective FadFors here relating to each Coun- 
ty ; and to prepare the ſaid Propoſals into diſtinct Acts againſt the 
Parliament ſhall be next convened ; than which I humbly conceive. 
there is ſcarſe any thing can be inſtanced that might, or would tend 
more to the General good and advantage of this Nation, and to the 
promoting and recovering of our 1z+faFure again,and conſequently 
for the conſumption and advancing the price of our Wool, which 1s 
the thing mainly my Opporert ſeems to drive at, and in that we ſhall 
agree. 

Nw here my Opponent may perhaps ſay, that after ©)! T cannot deny 
but there is a ſurplus of wob] which cannot be wrought up by the Clg- 
thiers, and that I ofter'd not one word how it ſhould tor the future 
be diſpoſed of. | 

To which T anſwer, Firſt that it appeareth not by any thing which 
my Opponent hath hitherto ſaid,at leaſt not by any thing that he hath 
hit2crto proved, That the Clothzer either cannot or doth not work up 
the wool of the proper growth of Exeland to thefull of it, butifa- 
far greater quantity of wool be brought into England from Treland 
thenever before was brought untill of late years, as the Clothier can- 
not be reſponſible for his not buying up all the wool which 1s ſent into 
England, to neither can he or ought he to be reſponſible for the glut 

proceed- 
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proceeding from the importation of it, or for the cheapneſs of the ſaid 
wool, by reaſon of the ſaid glut, ; 

Secondly, If the proper and only way for removing all evil effects, 
be to remove their reſpective cauſes, and that this is and muſt be ac- 
knowledged by all rational Perſons, then conſidering what we have 
ſaid before, and not only ſaid but proved and made it toappear, v3z. 
That the cauſe of that ſurplus of wool, (with the cheapneſs of it at 
preſent) among us 1s partly from the 1riſþ A& that prohibiteth the 
bringing in of Live Cattle, and puts that Kingdom upon the breeding 


. of wool whether they will or no, and partly by the decay of our aa- 


»ufaFure through the ſupply that we our Selves do make to our Nejgh- 
bours of our own wool, for the promoting of their ManufaFnreto the 
ruine of our Selves. | 

The proper remedy then for the removing the cheapneſs of our wool 
on the one hand, and for employing our Poor, and recovering our 
Trade on the other hand, muſt neceſſarily be the ſtopping the exceſlive 
Growth of it in Ireland, and as ſtrialy ſtopping, and reſtreining the 
export of it from Ireland, and from hence. 

And here I mult take the boldneſs to fay again what TI have in part 
ſaid already in my ſecond Argument, ( vis. That where aNation is 
not rich in Mines of Gold and Silver, it is not capable to be inriched by 
any other way then by its Manufaffures. : 

And conſequently if it be from our annfaFures alone that the 
Riches of this N4tzoz comes ; and if it be from our ManufaGure chiet- 
ly that our Shipping is employed, and our Marrinzers bred, it it be 
from our Trading alone, and from the riches, which our Tradizg brings 
1n, that His Majeſties Cuſtoms are raiſed, and that our Fleet have been 
hitherto Built and Aintain'd, and the Dominion of the Seas hath 
been preſerved, than it is muſt be from our ManufaFureonly that our 
Bullion hath been brought in, and that the Rents of our Nobility and 
Gentry doth depend and are ſuſtained. 

And therefore if it muſt be granted me that there 1s no higher Inte- 
reſt in the Nation, then that which preſerves his X7ajeſties Cuſtoms, and 


\g hat which ſuſtains the Neb:[ity and Gentries Rents, and that which ſup- 


ports our Navy and Snippine. 

j* Then in regard our mannfadture alone doth do all this, our manu- 
faFure alove,and the encouragement of it muſt neceſſarily be the great- 
er Intereſt of the Nation, it ſelf 5 and I muſt crave leave to fay that 
whoever p!aceth it in any thing elſe (as the circumltances of this Na- 


tion ſtands at preſent) muſt either miſtake the Ttereſ# of this Nation, 
' cocoa. a Pouakamd Where: 


Tather then the whole Nation. 
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Wherefore if it be granted by the wilſeſt of Lawyers, that a miſ- 
chief is better then an inconvenience, ſome private men ought to ſuffer 
Whica I humbly conceive is a ſolid, 
and a ſufficient anſwer to my Opporert as to this part of his ob- 
jection. | 

Suppoling alſo that our ManufaFure and the encouraging of it, is 
the main and cheit, it not the ſole and only Intereſt of this Nation, 
then as no tereſt beſides can, or ought 1n reaſon to ſtand in competi- 
tion with it, ſo much leſs the Triſh 4F, without the repealing of which 
nevertheleſs it is fimply impoſhible, that either ozr MannufaFure, or that 
the Trade or Navigeation of this Kingdom ſhould be preſerved. 

For if there be no reaſon to make a Law that they mult ſtarve in 
Treland, there can beFeaſon to forbid their breeding of Sheep, if we 
will not let them employ their Lands 1n the breeding of Live Cattle. 


Admitting alſo that the Paſtzre Lands of Ireland are propor-. 


tionable to the bigneſs of that Kirgdow, far larger then the Paſture 
Lands of England, as they are and mult neceſlarily be, partly through 
the ſmallneſs of their Tillage (their Corz being not capable to be ex- 
ported) and partly through the thinnefſe of their Inhabitants, and 
it mult neceſſarily follow, that theſe being converted moſtly to the 
feeding of Sheep mult breed a vaſt quantity of wool, and ſuch as muſt 
equal it not exceed the quantity breed in England by our Selves. 
Wherefore it mult needs be plain to every perſon, that not only the 
breeding of wool, but the diſpoſing of it, and the diſpoling of it to 
moſt advantage, 1s now become the Tatcreſt of the Nobility, Gentry, 
Teomandry, and of all others whatever that have a concern in Trelazd, 
which it it were pothible to prevent, it ought to be allowed to none be- 
fides owr ſelves, whoſe whole proper and entire Tntereſ# it 1s to be ſole 


Manufa@urers or Workers of it. 


The Breeding, Growing, Diſooling and Tmproving of wool being now 
by our ſelves made the entire tereſt of Treland who delired it not of 
us, and would have been very well content without it, if we cannot 
deſire their Nobility or Gentry to burn their woo), we cannot then 
deny them to take all ſuch Lawiul and juſt comfes whereby they may 
improve their wool, 

Wherefore ſeeing theſe courſes can be but two ways, either to ſend 
It where it moſt wanting,and where it will yield the beſt price, which 
Is tO oxr Neighbors to improve and increaſe their XannfaFure, or elſe 
to keep it themſelves, and mannſaFnure it up in that Conntrey. 

And ſecing one ot thele courſes are wholly, incvitable and that both 
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one ; and the other donot only tend, but muſt and will certainly and ' 
effectually bring an utter deſtruction to the Trade, Commerce, | 
Strength, Shipping and Navigation of this Kingdom ; we have ſmall | 
reaſon to expect our Neighbours the Dvtch, or our Neighbours the | 
French ſhould help us, or pity us, when we do willfully contribute | 
to the Ruin of our ſelves, and may (if we will)either prevent 1t, or 
eaſily Remedy it, | 

And indeed if our All be at Stake, by reaſon of the countinuance of : 
that unfortunate A: and if this All, I mean the very Intereſt of the 
Nation it ſelf, will not moveus to alter it, I think it would be very 
Impertinent to inſiſt upon Leſſer Arguments. | 

And therefore though it would be for the Intereſt of the Nation: 
oreatly, to Arreſt this occaſion, I mean the Cheapneſs of the Wool), 
to beat out our Neighbours in the Forreign Trade of our Manu» 
factures, by under-ſelling them at leaſt abroad. 

And though this might now more eaſily be done than ever, ſeeing. 
our Manufacture is Improved of late years in the Goodneſs of it, 7 


"might ſoon as we ſaid before be brought toan Abſolute perfeCtion. 


And though it be but Equal and Juſt to forbid the Commodities of 
thoſe Countreys that are near us, whorefuſe to deal with us for our: 
Commodities or by Fxorbitant and Arbitrary Impoſition laid upon. 
them do in effect prohibit them 3 and though the doing of this, is but» 
agreeable to the Rules of Juſtice,andto the Law of Nations, and Law 
of Commerce. : 

Though alſo it cannot be denied that it muſt be greatly conſiſtant 
with the Publick Good of the Nation to make Sumptuary Lawes, and 
to reſtrain the Exceſs that is at preſent among us3 yetT muſt hum- 
bly crave Leave to fay that this 1s but like the taking much pains ta 
{top the Leaks of a Barrel and let-the Liquor run out at the Bung : 
For th<ſe are all Petty things to the Main Concern of the Nation, 
which mult be Ruined, and Ruined as I humbly conceive 1rrecovera- 


bly, ifthe 7r3þ Act doth ſtand, 


FINIS, 
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Poſtſcript. 


That the reader may ſee Tam not any way Byaſs 'd in this 6:ſcourſe, And that 
he may perceive the ſenſe of ſome Englith Merchants be yond the Sear, 
about the prejudice coming to this Nation by the Exportation of 
our Wool, Thave thought it convenient to Inſert here again, toe Coppyes 
of ſome Letters ſent about that ſubjeF, which I formerly publiſhed. 


Lile, Marcithe 16. 1660. 

STIR, 7 

E have here a miſcrable Tarriff lately come forth, that Taxes Serges, at 
V 25 Florens per hundred weight,Cloth at 40,Cottens Raihes and Kerſies 
- at IoFloregs per C. weight ; the French ſhew little reſpect tothe Ring of Eng- 
land in this; The miſery is, the great quantity of Wool that is Stoljen out from. 
England, into France, which makes them Audacious ; and at the Burrean they 
will tell you down right, that the Wollen Fabricks of England, arc altogether un- 
neceſſary in his Majeſtie of France his Dominions;becauſe they ſay they can make 
as good, or better themſelves ; But if they had not our wool! they would not 
ſay ſo: thus we Engliſh have our throats cut with our own weapons ,and I won- 
der there is no one in England ſenſible of this grand evil, as ro demoniirate it to 
his Majeſty and Councill in England; in time ſtrangers will not care two pence 
for our Engliſh Wollen ManufaCture; Holland drawes from Ire/and whole Ships 
Lading of Wooll, beſides what comes from England, being Stollcn out from the 
Kentiſh, Efſex and Suſſex Coaſts, into France, Holland, Zealand, and Flan- 
ders, Dover, and Canterbury being the only neſt ro Harbour ſuch Night-Rogues, 
who are as ſo many Wolves to devour the Glory and well being of our Nation z 
which no Law / perceive will reſtrain them Like Hempen Fa'ters. 


Lile, 26. April, 1670. 


'T He French are now got into a way of making a Low price ſort of Cloth, 
called Serge-de-berry, which comes as cheap as Northern Cloath, and cf 
much better wooll, itis about 5 quarters broad;they have ſo much, in which they 
have Cloathed a great Number of their Souldic. 5; And now the King of France 
hath lately made an order, to injoyn the Fabrickers to make it of the ſame breadth 
as Engliſh Broad Cloth, ſo our Low priced Cloath is like to come to nothing, 
and all made of Engliſh Woo!l ; by which our Engliſh-men have the reputation , 
as they will betray their Fathers for two pence, itis no maryel that they will be= 
tray their Countrey. | 

Lile 


02) 
Lile, March the 5th. 1671, 

Sz, 

Received yours, the 27th of February, under Covert, from about the Wooll- 
[ affair I have much reaſon to believe,unleſs ſome are made examplcs, there will 
be continuall abuſe ; the Commopdity, both Engliſh and Iriſh, Raw and Combed, 
abound ſo much in theſe Countrres,as at preſent it's worth nothing; that is to ſay, 
there isapparent loſs by it, I my ſelf have at this time, ſeycrall Bags, of Iriſh 
wooll; for which I am proffered but 6 Stivers the pound,By wuich you may Judge 
of the quantity in the Countrey,I took this wooll in Truck from an Iriſh Merchant, 
and gave him eight and half Stiver per pound for it,thinking to have madea good 
bargain; And it was worth little leſs, when I firſt had it. And by the abundance 


ſince here, and in other parts arrived, it's fallen as you ſee two Stivers per pound... 


At which price I willnotſell it; yet the neceſſity both for Raw,and Comb*dwool!, 
is ſo great; and without which thcſe people cannot make abundance of Fabricks; 
as for that which is worth now but 6 or 7, they would be contented to give 15 ra- 
rather than want, And for the Combed wooll, moit of which comes from Dover, 
and Canterbury Tranſporters, Calice, Deepe, St. Yallerys, Abbieville, Amines, 
-Dunkirke, Oſtend, Bridyes, Ziland, Rotterdam and Ghent ; all over theſe Provin. 
ces, every place is choaked, with It, 

"here isa City not 5 Leagucs from this, called Torrney, a place renowned, for 
the making all ſorts of Seockens of wooll. Itis notubove 20 years agoe that they 
bertook themſelves to make the woritcd Hoſe, A trade in my minority, was con- 
ſiderable from London, into theſe Countries 3 and now you may have a parccll 
of Evnelifh worſted Hoſe 20 years by youzand it's a queſtion, if ever you ſell them 
for the price they cot, and probably you may Loſe twenty per Cent. by them. 

It's not above three yeares agoc, that there was a Scarcity of Combed wool 
herein this quarter of the Countrey, and ſeverall of thoſe ſtocking Merchants 
came running hither to me, to buy ſome; I told them that ſuch ſeverity was 
then uſcd in England, as pcople were mad to adycnture; this want Laſicd not 
above three weel:s, but it put the people of Tournay ona refolution to draw up-a 
requelt ro Aonfirar Culberr, that he would makea defence of all Englith Manyu- 

aCture; ſince they in Enzland, had put a {top to the Exportation of their wool, 
to the grcot prejudice of the Manufacture of their City, After which thoſe of 
tis Ton joyned with them, andſocamea tiop tothe Trade, which we injoy- 
cd for ſoinciime. So that vou can e.fily ſee how inſeniibly thoſe Dover and Can- 
zerbury Tranſporters, draw the Kingdomes hearts blood from them; F could 
ed much more of thegreat vencfitour Neighbours receive by it 5 which. proves 
toan abſolute ruin2! bat i gueſ3you canas cally comprehend my. meaning as if 
! had furtiier enlarg'”d, | | 

ina word, Fraxce re;:Csour Fabricks at this day, rem 1.108 that they (hall 
never want our woo! to make their own Fentaſtick Fabricks, which are ſo Va- 
riabie as puts agreat i!op to the Currant demand, that uſec to be of onr more 
felis Fabricks, tor they w-illpretend to give the mode to ailrnc world, ,andſoby 
tins means i: time, allth2 world wiki be diſguited with our Fabricks, when by 
conſecuence, they ſhill receive tie mode from the French, confider of this 1 
pray, inailo there may be ſome ſpeedy remecy, 
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